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Sutire’s my weapon ; but Lm too discreet, | 
To run a-muck, and tilt at all I meet. | 


Tonly wear it inalanrd of Hlectors, 
Thieves, Supereargoes, Sharpers, and Directors 


Pope. 




















Grounds for resisting the Ministry. 
Ask you what provocation Ihave had? 
The strong antipathy of good to bad :— 
If truth, ov virtue, an aftront endures, 
The afiiont is mine, my friends, and should be yours. 
Mine, as the foe protest to all pretence, 
Who think a villain’s honor like his sense ; 
Mine, as the friend of every generous mind, 


Aid mine as man, who feel for al! mankind. Pope. 


ee ee 


Before any reform can be effected, the present adminis- 


tration must be dismissed. This is the first task to be 
accomplished, or nothing ean be done to relieve the dis- 
tresses of the country. They sit upon the treasury bench as 
the proper guardians of corruption. They patronize, they 
defend it; and in return it feeds and supports them. — It is 
their vocabulary and their creed. They have no other 
prompter, instructor, or friend. But it is sufficient for them, 
Corruption has only one body, but it has grown into the 
streneth of a giant, and stretches out its hundred hands like 
Griareus, to snatch up whatever itean reach. ‘The preseni 
system is that body of corruption, and the members of the 
adininistration are the hands by which it works. They are 
ready adepts in the furtherance of their objects. They were 
nursed up to their trade, and there is not an individual in 
the three kingdoms who has not felt them tear some comfort 
from them. Nothing is too little for them to notice, where 
money Is to be obtained; though it be onty a farthing, they 
will frame an act of parliament to seize it. And if a spark 
of honesty is reported to have appeared in any quarter, they 


Will bring forth an act of parliament to erushit. They hate 
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midependence, because they know the independent detest 
| ro 
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tuem. They hold honesty in suspicion, because they have 


ho pretensions to j Their sysiem has long been a system 
of piliave and dec eption; and mo sooner did the public begin 
it, than they attempted to justify 


- . ‘ ‘ S oe . - bd ° . , 
their past misconduet, by seizing the last out-work of free- 


19 perceive and reprobate 
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dom, aad leveling it to the earth. 
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They can only main- 








tain their places by the rudnx of the country. Their prospe- 
rity is the misery of their fellow creatures; and they wish 
to stifle complaint, because they know that spirit of com- 
plaint will one day hurl them from their seats, and disperse 
them amongst sociely to seek an ignominious oblivion. 
They form in reality a political plague, which extinguishes 
al] patriotism, all virtue; and the contagion of their pestilen- 
tial influence penetrates into every recess. Their measures 
have already entailed a weight of misery wpon the nation 
which she MAY never recover from; but if they are per- 
mitted still to prescribe for our maladies there is no alterna- 
Like impudent quacks they will proceed 
Under 


tive but death. 
until the tomb shall have silenced their patients. 
their guidance, we can have no resource, but to dig ‘ our- 
selyes dishonourable graves.” 

If their impudence were not equal to their ignorance, 
they would retire without further appeals against them. 
They would be satistied with having accomplished more 
than all the enemies of England have done in past ages ; 
the misery they have introduced would satisfy them; they 
would be content to leave the country to its destiny; and 
not pursue it to the very verge of the grave, and then change 
their occupations into that of undertakers, and bury it with 
the mockery of sorrow. 

Convicted of falsehood and of folly, of the vilest prostitu- 
tion of their influence, men of moderate pretensions to in- 
famy, would be content to retire, and to enjoy in the con- 
tempt of the nation that affluence which they had acquired 
at the expence of its credulity. But our present political 
free-booters are not disposed to surrender their possessions 
Though their coffers are full, their appetites are 


Like some strangely compounded constitutions 


so easily. 

not cloyed. 
in Which an attachment to stealing the most paltry trifles 
is combined with rank and tile, it is not so much business, 
as amusement for our present statesmen, to harrass, to 
oppress, and to injure the people. ‘Their long habit in such 
practices renaers them miserable when they relax! they 
But will 


must do something, and they can do nothing else. 
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the nation permit these gentlemen to amvse themselves so 
fatally atits expence? Is the country torpid, or dismayed? 
is the state declining in the scale of empires? or are the 
The latter 


cannot be the case; for fear and cowardice are effects that 


people degenerated into cowardice and fear. 
must have some corresp nding causes. Such effects can 
never be produced by an administration which is only a jest 
upon policy ; and seems to be a trial with how little sense a 
nation can be governed, Singly the names of Sidmouth» 
of Canning, of Ca-‘lereagh, of Liverpool, Bragge Bathurst, 
and Wellesley Pole, are only proper to be bandied about 
the nursery to amuse chidren. And can they collectively 
awe not only a nation, but a nation of freemen. No, no, 
the nation cannot fear such men: we cannot be such con- 
temptible shadows of what our forefathers were, as to trem- 
ble before punch and his play-fellows, which would not be 
more ridiculous than to tremble before such pigmies as the 
present adininistration. 

The nation then despises them. But it carries its con- 
tempt too far. Itshould be upon its guard to prevent them 
from doing mischief. There is no talent requisite for such 
a purpose. Any madman can throw a torch into a maga- 
zine of gunpowder, or hurl a javelin into the midst of a 
crowd. Folly, though justly contemptible when properly 
watched, rises into mischievous importance when neglected | 
or entrusted with power. It may destroy the edifice which 
it could not build; it may cut the scaffolding which it 
could not raise; it may deface the picture which it could not 
paint, and burn the poem which it could not write. We 
may laugh at the idol pranks of monkies, in the open forest ; 
but we chair them, when we introduce them into scenes, 
where their antics would be dangerous to what is of more 
value than themselves, Justso should we have originally 
treated these men; instead of deriding them, we should 
have tamed them; 
offices of state. 

It is certainly a reproach to the nation, that they ever 
became ministers; but the system is chargeable even with 


and limited their range through the 


this error; ‘no honest man,” in the language of Mr. Pitt, 


‘can continue minister under the present system,” and there- 


fore no honest man will accept of the situation; and fools | 


and knaves jostle each other into the nest of government, 
But shall the nation continue to tolerate a system of pros- 
titution like this. Shall every honest man be prevented from 
serving his country by its own decree; while every man of 
talent is persecuted by the decree of the ministers ; surely 
it is time to wake from such a disgraceful dream, and strip 
these changelings of their stolen robes. 

The silence of the people has been construed into their 
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approbation of the suspension of the Act of Habeas 
Corpus. 
felt that to petition against the ministers is worse than use- 
less. It subjects the nation to hear znsulé aided to injury: 
and they now disdain to approach a tribuns!, which de- 
mands RESPECT FOR CRIMES, and asks us to be 
HUMBLE in complaing of a ROBBERY. The nation 


Petitioning ts a mere fal- 


The reverse is however the case. The nation has 


should now petition no longer. 
A reprimand might abash the timid culprit, but 
avails nothing toa full grown practised thief. We 
DEMAN D—demand the dismissal of the present muuiisters 
by the Crown, and their impeachment by the Parhament. 


lacy. 
must 


[f we stop short of this, we commit an act of suicide upon 
the interests of the country. The ministry have committe 
an act of violence upon the constitution, which cannot be 
overlooked with impunity. They have afforded a precedent, 
which they will follow with avidity by themselves, in every 
case where their folly may be accused: or their criminality 
exposed. ' The suspension is a weapon that they use to de- 
fend themselves with. They do not want it to assist the 
laws, but to detend themselves against the laws. It is a de- 
signed violation of the liberties of the people, to shield their 
delinquency of the miserable politicians. but if such mea- 
sures are allowed to pass without the condemnation they 
deserve, there is an end to all confidence in the laws. They 
wil become a dead letter, as far as the ministry is con- 
cerned. He has obtained the power of dmprisoning with- 
out trial. This levels all distinctions. The power to imovriscx 
is the power to PUNISIE, aid that mvure severely than 
would be the result of a trial, in most cases Mr. Lemaitre 
was imprisoned THREE YEARS under the infamous sus- 
pension of by Pitt, in 1795. A Lord chancellor of this 
country, before avarice hadtainted the bencii of judgement, 
proclaimed that a man who had suffered a yca:’s imprisonment, 
had paid a debt of athousand pounds ; and every bosom that 
feels the value of freedom, will readily allow the estimate is 
not too high. Mr. Lemaitre then was fined Three Thousand 
Pounds, spent three of the most important years of his life 
in a prison, cut off from his connections, aud his business, at 
a loss perhaps of as much more; and afterwards enlarged 
without @ trial by the very mex who imp:isoncd him, and 
who never possessed any evidence that could subject him to 
the shadow of an accusation before a tribunal of his coun- 
trymen. Well might Mr. Hunt move a resolution that Eng- 
lighmen ought to be ASHLAMED cf themseives, to suffer 


such a wretched club of mock politicians as preside over 


our approaching rum, to seize with rash and guilty hands 
the last weapon that was left us to defend our birth-rig!.: ! 
Well may the country blush, to see such men play at fvot- 
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ball with our most valuable inheritance. Well may the 
srimson rush into our cheeks as we contemplate the fact— 
a fact which posterity will hardly have faith enough to be- 
licve,—that Eng'and in the nineteenth century was the play- 
thing of Canning, Castlercayh, and Liverpool. The rest of 
the ministry deserve not even naming :— 

Amphibious things one knows not what to call, 

Their generation’s so equivocal. 

Sut what is to be done, exclaim the timid. Are they not 
ministers? Do they not lord it as imperiously as genuine 
masters’? Have they not suspended the Habeas Corpus? 
Can they not imprison those who meve against them ? 
And is it not dangerous to provoke them? Hla, ha, ha, dan- 
ecrous to provoke them. Yes, it is dangerous to eat, to drink, 
to sleep, and just as dangerous to meet their mighty anger. 
Let every man who would have them dismissed, Lut give ut- 
terance to his thoughts, and they are ministers no longer. 
It is the cowardice of the nation, that makes them seem 


brave. Cosar 
Would not have been a Wolf, 
But that he saw the Remans were but Sheep! 


During the suspension of the Habeas Corpus, it would 
not be an ineffectual mode of expressing public opinion, if 
every man would put himself into mourning, and wear a 
black dress entirely. The minister might then count his 
friends from his window; ard the paucity of their numbers 
might induce him to pause, before he made it a question of 
force, which it seems to us he is determined todo. Never 
had a nation greater cause to array itself in sack-cloth, and 
throw ashes upon its head. Never had any country so 
much to regret and to be ashamed of, as England at this 
moment. Let us then express our feelings by putting on 
the garb of misery, and approaching the throne, to demand 
the dismissal of the authors of our calamities. It is not to 
be supposed that at present the ministers will dare to say, 
that they are a part of the constitution, and that to petition 
for their removal is to overturn the constitution. But there 
is no knowing how far tieir modesty will carry them to-mor- 
row. Thew will improve their time; and it is said, some 
learned L. L. D. and A. S.S. is already at work to prove 
that the caterpillars that eat up the leaves of the gooseberry 
bushes, are an essentiai part of the constitution of such 
gooseberry bushes ; and several clerks about the west end of 
the town are ready to swear that the woodlice and earwigs 





found in old walls are realiy a part of the walls; that a toad 
who has taken possession of a palace has an undoubted 
right divine to tive there, unmolested; and that it is very 
barbarous to kill rats and mice, because they happen to fall 
in the way of good things. The inference from all these 














things will shortly be that the ministers are a part of the 
English constitution; and we may shortly have to pass between 
a file of soldiers before we can carry a petition to the 
House of Commons, or to the office of the Secretary of 
State. We should therefore make good use of our time, 
and follow up our game, before it is sheltered from us by a 
forest of bayonets. 

The Inhabitants of Westminster mcet to-morrow, accor- 
ding to law; that is, seven house-keepers have signed a re- 
quisition for such a meeting, to demand the dismissal of the 
present ministry; and we hope their example will be attended 
to, and followed by every parish in which seven honest men 
can be tound. The first resolution at all such meetings, 
sheuld be to declare that Englishmen ought to be ashamed 
of suffering their rights to be infringed upon by such men: 
that itis a national degradation, to have such men in office; 
and thatevery Englishman ought to be pledged to use every 
lawful means to obtain their removal. Do not let us ima- 
gine them to be of more consequence than they really are. 
No man, or set of men should possess the power of intimi- 
dating anation. But to appreliend any open danger from 
such men as these—the very idea only provokes laughter. [It 
is dangerous sometimes to oppose the breast of freedom 
against the bayonets of a military despot, whose talent 
equals his ambition, and whose genius sanctions in the vulgar 
eye, his guilt. A Cromwell and a Buonaparte might appal 
the timid friends of freedom. A thunder-bolt is not to be 
braved' in safety ; although itis often a duty to meet it with- 
out fear. But do not let us fear such apish Jupiters as com- 
pose our present ministry. Their thunder-bolts are pop-guas, 
and their anger madness. If we will allow them to sap the 
foundations of our freedom, and work under ground [ike 
moles, to achieve their objects, there is no doubt but that 
they will do mischief enough; but if we drag them to the 
light, expose their motives, and meet them openly and boldly, 
the lion’s skin will drop off the back of every ass, and their 
braying will only excite the mirth of the assembled forest. 
If we are true to ourselves, we cannot be conquered by those 
men; if we are not, they do not conquer us, but we destroy 
ourselves, and leave them to surfeit upon the carcases, when 
they durst not have faced the living animals. Their threats, 
and their prisons, and their gagging bills, are all but a farce, 
when directed against honest men: and they do mot intend 
to direct them against the knaves, where they might be 
effective. It would diminish their own party too much, 
The reat traitors will escape; and it is our duty to see 
that no friend to his country is sacrificed to their presump- 
tion, and that no friendless child of liberty is made the sport 


of a vindictive persecution. 


a 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 


Consolation for Englishmen— 


——Who will as tenderly be Isd by the nose, 
As asses are! SHAKSPFARE, 
— 

As the spirit which animated the breasts of your ances- 
tors is now dormant, and has been quietly murned in the 
family vault of the Capulets, to the satisfaction of your 
ruleis, and with the entire agreement and concurrence of 


the nation, which so long fattencd upon milk and honey, 


and which now runs riot in the independent livurtes of 


cold water and potatoes, it is time for those who address 
themselves to the people to congratulate them on the advan- 
tages of living in a land of freedom, and inhabiting the Eden 
of this earth. Never mind then the temporary and transient 
evils which must be accidentally felt by all, What if the 
pressure of distress— 
Lives through ALL Lirr, extends through ALL EXTENT, 
Spread undivided, operates unspent / 

What, if thousands, and tens of thousands drink of the 
cup of misery, and drain it to the very dregs? Whatif the 
workhouses are crowded, and the streets filled with paupers? 
What if agriculture be unprolitable, and commerce at a 
stand? Sull there are blessings in store for you, that will 
amply compensate for all these privations. ‘Trust to your 
ministers. They feel for you; they compassionate you. 
They are preparing for you a bright and glorious reward for 
all your sufferings, and for all your cares. Only you must 
he patient, and resigned. You must not thwart their bene- 
volent desizus. You must not look at what you want, but 
must be satisfied with what you can get. Do not compare 
yourselves with what you were, but with what you may 
become. Recollect that there is much virtue in necessity. It 
may even lead you to heaven against your own depraved dis- 
positions. ‘Temperance, frugality, and economy, are virtues 
of the highest order; which you may obtain for nothing. 
Indifference to the good things of this world, is the best 
guide to the blessings of the next :—Then 

Turn, mortals, turn, your cares forego, 
All earth-born cares are wrong ; 
Man wants but little here below, 
Nor wants that little long. 

Of what import are the things you have dost, compared 
to those which you may gain?’ What are all earthly pur- 
suits, to those which will ensure you threnes and crowns in 
heaven! What if you have nothing to eat, and nothing to 
ope for here, is there not abtndance in store for ye, of 
which the ear has pot heard, and which the eye has never 





seen, Only be petient. Leave earth to tho hinges of the 
earth, Forget the prosperity which led ye to torm earthly 
connections. Never heed the Iaceraied fechags that are 
tortured by the forcible separation of those ties that bind 
you to the land of your birth, and the country of your 
fathers. Banish the susceptibility, discard the emotions 
that axe unworthy of men who are Wavelling onwards with 
such excellent guides to lieaven. 

The measures which have destryved the independence 
of the nation and reduced its inhabitants into two classes, 
the rich and the poor, may be the invariable precursor of 
despotism. But what of that. You will eseape the power 
of despoiism in the cowse of a few traisitory years, Des- 
potism can only torture you while you fre, It cannot keep 
you alive to torture you. Death wil certainly release you, 
and you will then receive your reward. Si'ence then your 
impious lamentations. Kings are tle viecgerents of heaven. 
Ministers are the vicegerents of Kings. ‘Pax-gatherers are 
the vicegerents of Ministers. Brulits’ ofiicers ave the vice- 
cerents of Tax-gatherers; and Gaolers are the vicegerents 
of the Bailiff. Thus you see that Gaolers are only the vice- 
gerents of heaven indirectly, and will you speak against 
such goodness. No, vou will lament no more, that the tree 
of your censtitution, which has hitherto shielded you from 
the blasts of ministerial ambition and folly, is no mere ; 
that the tree which has bid defiance to the summer’s parch- 
ing heat, and wintei’s piercing frost; that has given lite and 
nutriment to so many thousand branches, and clothed so 
many millions of leaves with verdure ; and beneath whore 
shade your country has risen to power and to afflucnce, 
and excited the envy, and the admiration of the world,. 
is fallen. It was necessary that it should be eué down, fest 
it might decay. The danger to be apprehended trom the 
fali of such a prodigy, was only to be arrested by applying 
the ave in time, ‘This tree of liberiy has become dangercus 
from its growth. It gave room tor misehiet to harbour 
among its foliage, and excited vain glory, and false pride. 
The meanest individual exulted ihat he could c:aim its 
shelter equally with the highest, and that there was room 
for al!. The great were elbowed by the vulgar, and social 
order was atan end. It was therefore judicious to lay the 
axe to the roots, and out of its capacious trunk to builla 
palace for the very few, who can be expected to live in 
this bad world, without the fear of temptation, or the .an- 
ver of being made worse than they are. Will vou not rejoice 
at this?) Or will you be wicked enough to imitate the blood- 
thirsty ways of your ancestors, and pursue a chimerical 


sareer after a visionary object through seas of blood, and 


over hills of slaughter? If you should wickedly entertain 
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that die meanest individual in the state owghé fo be equally 
the highest: thatno man should be subject to 
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prosper, snd the righteous bow beneath the power of thelr 
enemies? But shall your rulers tear to recover tie rights, 
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because vour fathers have been daring enough to usurp 
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o your peace cn earth, and your salvation in the world to 


cuine? You aneestors were a pack cf base, ungrateful 
racenmiflms for tieir treatment of the ° derd’s anoimted: 
but vou would be a vreat Geol worse, if you: presumed to 
initiate their conduet, for they had some ground of com- 
plant, but you lave xune, positivery none, Your ancestois 
cunphaned of Having money taken from them against their 
ovineoment Bui yeu have never becn subject to such an 
‘turienee, althoueh ne man of common screse thinks that 

we or imagines thet kings are accountable for such 


tics to Other men. But your money hes not been taken 


(roin Vou avainst your own consent. You are freemen! and 
your constitution, which is the envy and adnuration of the 
world, except the blochheoads of America, has appointed 
you a number of faithful guardians of the publie purse— 
your representatives consented for you, that you suowld pay 
every farthing that you have paid, and all that you ast 
pay, when you hace got it, to pay the debts you have in- 
curred, Whenever did your most gracious sovereign issue 
au arditrary mandate for the exaction of tribute! Ellas he 
ever personally been guilty of any act of oppression! Why 
it is a@ mercy the ministers do not hang you for a parcel of 
scurvy knaves¢ Have yourun in debt of your own free- 


31} an, ; : . . ? j 
Vaud, and w ould you steal out, Without payuag the reckoning ? 
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Did vou not order the tree of liberty to be cut down in 
France, in order to make the Pope a present of some fue!» 
to fight up again the holy flames of that sacred tribunal the 
[uguisition, which the abominable heresies of valour and 
comuaon sense had contributed to put out. When you 
eave sveh an extensice order to your master ————, did 
vor not know that it must cost something, wien you knew 
the little sprig of Hberty and happiness had beon watered 
with the Liced of tyrants, that it was plented on the se- 
pulehre of despotism, and guarded by the swords and hearts 

) H 


of six andtwenuty mulions ef peop! 


- 


es; could you not foresee, 
to accomplish your pious orders, that all the cut-throats of 
Europe must be paid hancsome fy to undertake a task, which, 
with all vour boasted advaninges end bravery, vou durst 


as well have been hanged, as have attempted by your- 
selves. And when the public murcerers were defeated, 
and. driven back by the regenerated peasantry of France, 
did you not order assassin; to undertake at midnight what 
the more honovreble butchers could not accomplish in the 
face of day? Did you not induce the worst of Frenchmen 
to betray their country, and the worst of Englishmen to 
disvrace themselves, by the most nefarious practices against 
the happiness and independence of your neighbours! And 
could you imagine all this was to be dene for nothing? You 
have now found out what it is to be wholesale dealers in 
tnfamy, and having spent all your money, you begin to rail 
at your servants, for what you ordered them to do. Why 
vou cail yourselves free men, and wise men, and honest 
nen, and brave men, forsooth ! and vet « omplain of oppres- 
sion, of deception, of pillage, and control! Well, you are 
a set of clever feiiows, at any rate; thatis the truth on’t— 
wend if the devil be not overstocked with wise-acres, he need 
only cast bus net at random amongst you, and he'll catch 
plenty of Solomous. But do not inisdirect your abuse. If 
you are ungrateful enough to murmur at your rulers, who 
have ony done what you wished them to do, you may oblize 
them to put you all in straight waistcoats, and lock you up, 
under sate keepers. For if your misfortunes have erazed 
your wits, you must not be permitted to run about and do 
muiscides, as some of you did the other day, when the 
Prince Regent was graciously condescending to transact 
your business in person. Slow inconsistent, to complain 
you were starving, and yet to throw away your potatoes ! 
‘ "Phey spoke for themselves,” as sensible potatoes ought to 
do, and the very stones rose in judgment against you. 
What is it L hear you mutter? It was not you who gave 
orders tor all those exploits L have mentioned. What, you 


do not mean to assert, that your king, who “ can do no 


wrong,’ OY your ministers, who get so easily indemnified to: 
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doing wrong, ever did any-thing contrary to the will of par- 
liament: and if they have purchased the consent of the 
members of parliament, did not these members of parlia- 
ment buy your consent to sit as your representatives: and 
because the bargain is unprofitable to you at last, you call 
upon your more fortunate servants to surrender their honest 
gains. It is natural enough for you to complain a little, 
hut do not be disconsolate. Look cheerful, and never mind 
what you have been: think of what you are and what you 
may be. If you are silly cnough to regret the baubles that 
are lost, take comfort from the reflection that such an oc- 
currence can never happen again. You cannot be robbed 
of your money now, for your pockets are empty ; and as to 
your liberties, you need be under no further apprehension 
for them neither, for they are all gone too—gone quietly 
to sleep in the hallowed precincts of the Treasury. They 
will be taken good care of, and enjoy an everlasting rest. 
And if you will behave well, you shall be taken care of too. 
But you must be quiet; you must behave yourselves like 
men who know the value of the title of civilized English- 
men, and not act like a parcel of boisterous Turks. What 
a shocking thing it would be for you to be called Turks. 
But no, you are not Turks. You are free-born Englishmen, 
and your government allows you to ‘ walk about and gaze 
upon the sun;’ you may wear those ornaments, which the 
disaffected call fetters, and polish them until they become 
so bright as to reflect your honors as you strut along. You 
may even meet and speak together, if vou can obtain cer- 
tificates from seven housekeepers and a magistrate appointed 
indeed by the domestic part of your rulers, who think that 
honest men are much the safest at home; in which opinion 
they are seconded by every good old woman in the king- 
dom. Boast then of your liberty to France, publish the 
content of Englishmen to Spain; and your condition will 
become again the envy, and the admiration of the world. 
Display the christian spirit which you have been so active 
in desseminating through the world; and let the French see 
that while one hundred and fifty thousand bayonets are re- 
quisite to keep down their ardent thirst for liberty, that the 
wishes of one hundred and fifty clerks of the treasury is an 
inducement sufficient to make you part with yours without 
amurmur. lilow pleasant it is to see you take a smack on 
the face and a kick on the breech, with so much good 
humour and complaisance. Llow consolatory to know, that 
when you are called disaffected scoundrels by one honora- 
ble member, and rascally traitors by another, and villainous 
jacobins by a third, you look as cheerful as if you dined 
every day in the year at their expence. Be cautious that 
you continue to observe this couduct; and every thing will : 


then go well with you. Get a smile painted up on every face 
—and while his hand is in, let the painter give you all 
plump, ruddy complexions; for, truth to say, whether the 
richness of the charitable soup has turned your stomachs, 
as a worthy gentleman observed at the Mansion-house; or 
whether three meals a week of such rich fare is not enough 
for your voracious appetites, I know not—but some of you 
do look inighty cadaverous and lean; therefore you had bet- 
ter get into flesh, or the semblance of flesh; and for the 
latter purpose, you will find red ochre is cheaper than roast 
beef; but get into seemly and contented looks, I beseech 
you, lest you appear disaifected, when in point of fact, you 
may be as loyal and good meaning sort of folks as hunger 
and the gripes will let you. Do not éhink too much; nay 
if you would contrive not to think at all, 1¢ would be all the 
better, for thinking can be of no use to those who have 
nothing pleasant to think of. Besides there are so many peo- 
ple who devote their whole time to thinking for you, that it is 
quite ridiculous for you to interfere, as you never can 
expect to think like them. Walk also gently along the streets, 
and do not even look in at a gunsmith’s shop; shun potatoes, 
for they are the food that engender treason; arrest in the 
king’s name every man that walks at the rate of a mile an 
hour, for as there is nothing to do, no honest man can have 
any pretext for disturbing the public peace, and wearing out 
his shoes without reason. These cautions will enable you to 
live as comfortably and securely as when you were puffed up 
with riches, and frantic in the licentiousness of liberty. 
Recollect, lastly for your comfort, that it is not your 
enemies that have abridged your liberties, and picked your 
pockets. Itis your friends who have done all this; and 
surely you will not quarrel with your friends. If the villan- 
ous French had robbed you, or enslaved you, you might 
repine, and grumble with a good grace, because they are 
your natural enemies, and you were only born to cut the 
throats of each other: but when it is your friends who have 
taken what you have lost, you know it is all in the family, 
and it does not matter two pins, which of you have the 
nominal proprietorship of it. I grant you, that Buonaparte 
would have been a just object of your suspicion, if he had 
suspended your Habeas Corpus; but who can suspect Lord 
Castlereagh of any sinister design by just putting it in his 
own pocket for a few weeks. His conduct could only have 


been influenced by a wish to take care of a plaything which 
might have been sod/ed in the fingers of the mob. Let me 
entreat you to weigh all these consolations candidly, and 
exclaim with the poet— 
‘¢_—-one comfort still must rise, 
Tho’ we are cursed fools, the ministry are wise !" 
Your well-wisher, 
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THEATRICALS. 
ManveL.—A tragedy under this title has been produced 
It is from the pen of Maturin, the author of 
It is one of those 


at Drury-lane. 
Bertram, but will add little to his fame. 
pieces that are rather manufactured by agreement, than 
written by inspiration. Several poctical beauties are 
sprinkled throughout the poem, and it may be read with 
much pleasure in the closet. On the stage, it is cumbrous 
from its finery, and tedious from its obscurity. 


An absent hero engrosses the 


The princi- 
pal character Is never seen. 
attention of the spectators: and the existent actors of the 
stage are made to hang all their hopes, their sorrows, and 
their fears upon one, who is never brought before us, not even 
in death. 
Manuel, returning from the wars, is assassinated by De Zelos, 
an envious relation, who on his death is the presumptive 
heir to lis estates and honors. ‘The attendants arrive, but 
the son is lost. Manuel's suspicions light on Zelos, yet he 
has no proof against him, but a father’s fears, and personal 
dislike. A trial takes place ; 


and the assassin denying the assassination, is about to seal 


He however accuses himselt. 


his assertions with an oath, but Aés son checks lium, and the 
trial ends with an appeal to single combat between champions 
appointed by the accuser and the accused. ‘Torrismond, 
the son of Zelos, who partly suspects his father, is at last 
persuaded to accept his defence, and encounters an unknown 
warrior, who stands forward to assert the accusation, upon 
condition, that if conquered, or the conqueror, he shall only 


show his features tc one of the persons present. The 
stranger ts overthrown, and unveiling himself to Zelos, the 
latter is agitated and faints, and the fourth act ends. In 


the fifth, a wounded man, who proves to have been the 


actual murderer of Alphonso, is discovered in the agonics of 


death; 
by an oath not to name his employer. This difficulty how- 


he confesses his guilt, but states that he is bound 


ever he coutrives to get over very adroitly, by giving a dag- 
cer, on which he informs them his employer's name is written ; 
and which he directs to be unsheathed only before a mavis- 
trate. Torrismond being informed of this, eagerly unsheathes 
the dazzer, to ciear his father from the imputation; but 
finds his father’s name upon the blade. This overwhelming 
Porrismond, he plunges the dagger into his own bosom: 
Zelos is conducted to his fate, and Manuel falls breathless 
by the dead body of Torrismond. 

Paese three principal characters are in the hands of Kean, 
Rae, and Walack ; and the author is under the highest obli- 
fahons to them, tae piays Zeios with the unmost anima- 


Non, and propriety. We have been rarely more gratified 
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The story is briefly that Alphonso, the son of 
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| with this gentleman’s performance. The nervous, austere, and 


malignant feelingshe had to pourtray were strongly co'oured, 
and the mystery was kept up steadi‘y until the final detec- 
Kean has not much to do; but occasionally gives 
When 
the enquirers ask after the murderer of Alphonso, his glance 
at Zelos, and his frantic exclamation “ there,” caught the 
And when Zelos, 


anxious to exculpate himself, speaks of the improbability of 


tion. 
some corruscations of his most brilliant excellence. 


b 


feelings of the audience as if by magic. 


his chusing such a period for an assassination, alludes to the 
many opportunities he has had for such a deed, and sayz,— 
“* I could have strangled him in his cradle :” The reply of 
Manuel,— “* You could not: for I watched him there,” was 
strikingly emphatic. Wallack was more impressive than we 
have often seen him in tragedy; but he has still to acquire 
an importance of style, if we may so call it, which will give 
full weight to what he says. He seems too light for the 
interest of a serious character. Upon the under plot of this 
tragedy, and of the rest of the performers, it will be very 
unnecessary to enlarge. The ladies are both indifferently 
excellent; but Miss. Somerville deserves a much better 
companion than Mrs. Knight. There was no erying at her 
performance ; and the author may thank her for a laugh or 
two, which he never intended to create. She was not abso- 
Intely comic in her performance ; but there was something 
about what she intended for tragedy so very comical, that 
the audience greeted her with downright derision. This 
should be avoided in future, and some one placed in the 
character, who could go through it without offending. We 
have before trembled tor some of Kean’s finest points in 
Othello, when this lady has been mocking Melpomene in his 
company. Miss Somerviile does not improve much; but she 
is very respectable; and may be always scen and heard 
without exciting any disapprobation. We cannot say so 
much for Mr, Bengough. 

New way to pay old Debts. ~Mr. Booth has appeared in 
Sir Giles. Some of our co-temporaries will have it that he 
docs not copy Mr. Kean; although every action, tone, and 
attitude comes as nearly to the original, as the force of imite 
tion can make it. Itis true, he does not copy all Kean’s 
beauties; and that is for a very obvious reason, he canny 
reach them. He strikes out no new beauties; he aims at 


nothing which has not been effected by Kean; and he plays 
only the characters that he has seen Kean play. If this is 
not copying, it must be confessed thatit looks very much 
like it. We shall say nothing of HIS merits, until we see 
him in some character that Kean has not played. All the 
merit he has now, may be copied from his master; if it be 
not, let him display someting which may be fairly set 


down to his own account, let him play Stukely, or “Glen- 
alvon, and then we can try him by a sure standard. 
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STALE THEATRICALS. 


The Hypocrite.—This celebrated comedy has been revived 
with the most astonishing effect. Dr. Cantwell was played 
by the State Doctor, and his performance was in the most 
exquisit style of fanatic affectation. Elis regret and shame 
for the infidelity of the age, were assumed to admiration, 
and his pain that he was scoffed at by the unbelievers 
scemed quite natural. Maew-worm was intended to be 
played throughout hy Old Bays; but being a tedious old 
fellow at archearsal, and very dull at learning his part, his 
brains having unluckily got into chancery, the character 
was divided between several lords in waiting, and executed 
with sufficient impudence of face, but the polish of the 
character which can only be acquired by practice, was not 
fully pourtrayed, In the last scene, the audience became 
impatient at the bungling, and called lustily for Old Bags, 
who came forward, and swore that the character had been 
as well played as he could do it himself, wp stairs, but that 
the managers below had spoilt the piece by their alterations, 
as they had cut out the best lines, and left Maw-worm 


not above half the opportunity of being conspicuously vit- 


-yainous which he had before. The other cliaracters were 


very common place, and much opposition was excited, but 
the manager swore roundly, that as he had got it up, it should 
go down. 

The new melo-drame, called Treason without Traitors, 
and Conspiracies without Conspirators, ts quite ready for 
performance; the dialogue and incidents are all invented, 
and the author says the effect will be truly astonishing. In 
the rehearsals, several juggling tricks have been displayed. 
Two astonishing Reports have been made, without the spec- 
tators being able to discover even an apparent cause; but 


what is most singular, they do not create the least alarm. 


There is a shower of potatves, which ‘speak for themselves,’ 


and a consultation of pikes round a fish-pond, at which the 
law lords assist as interpreters between them aad the gaud- 
geons. The privy scene is expected to be expunged, as too 
indelicate for the stage. The gibbet prepared for the sus- 
pension, anew word elegantly substituted by the authors in 
lieu of the barbarous terms of strangling or hanging, is 2 
very picturesque scene ; and the happy idea of suspending 
laws, before the people are suspended, is forcibly expressed 
by the suspension of a parchment flag, on which it is inseri- 
bed Habeas. Corpus. This scene it is expected willexcite loud 
thunders of —applause! The whole is to conclude with a 
funeral dirge, but itis not arranged whether it is to be set, or 
sung by Alley Croker. Mr. Canning however contributes 
the verse, with some very pretty metaphors from Lisbon, 
ata very moderate price ; anda celebrated Lrish lord, very 





remarkable for modesty and disinterestedness, has offered io 
swell the final chorus, by howling gratis till the curtain 
fails. 

The comedy of the Liar has been got up below, to intro- 
duee Lord C.in a new character, and Young Wildair never 
had so able a rspresentative. Indeed our new candidate 
is allowed on all hands to surpass the original; for Young 
Wildair was stupid, and confessed his falsehoods, when 
discovered fibbing, but his noble representative persists in 
all his embellishments, and will readily take an affidavit to 
any thing he utters. His new readings and interlineations 
are very curious; but we are afraid he will be coinmutted as 
a disaffected person, if he should continue reimancing about 
buving the frish perliament, and seiling the English on, 
things, he says, which are too notorious to think of denving. 
Old Wildair is played by John Bull, and he is humbugged 
as naturauy and easily as an old fellow who has forsaken 
his intellects. In one or two seencs, he happened to detect 
lis bc doved son, a little too soon, and the manager threatened 
to mulet liim, if he did not pay more attention to stage 
eliect, and started and put himself in a passion betore he 


was ordered, 


We are desired to contradict the report that Allin the 
wrong, was about to be got up. The play now in rehearsal 
is Alls well, that ends well; and the principal characters 
are already named in ‘the city. A eelebrated knight and 
several prominent members of the loyal livery are to take 
all the first-rate parts. Nobody however can be per- 
mitted to perform in Alls Well, who is not possessed ot 
‘en (housand a year, or two sinecures. 

The perforniances at Botley ave falling off verv much in 
quality, and notwithstanding the price of admission has 
been reduced to two-pence, the numbers are evidently on 
the decline. A trayecy called Resistance was advertised to 
follow the serions comedy of Reform; but the Moanister of 
the Parish heaving expressed his disapprobation of anything 
serious, and threatened to take away his licence if he did 
not keep to pantomime and puppet-show exhibitions, he has 
yroucht out a petit picce called the Apology, and it is said 
the next novelty on this stage will be a speetacle calle 
Recantation, revived with some alterations. A farce, ealled 
Corvardice and Riekes, has alveady been rehearsed, and is 


4 ’ 


expected to be produced Ina few davs. The seenery of 
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